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Owner: Tommy McCarthy 

 

Legal Ad: The Applicant seeks a  

Certificate of Appropriateness to  

install a driveway 

HPC Meeting Date:  March 21, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The purpose of a staff report is to provide the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) with a professional 

assessment of alteration proposals made for Local Historic District (LHD) properties. These assessments 

are based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) in compliance with M.G.L. Chapter 40C, and the 

associated Design Guidelines. A Staff Report is not a determination/decision and does not represent 

findings. A staff report does not constitute authorization in any form. 
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I.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Subject Property: The locus is the c.1868  wood-frame structure and known as the Edward Russell 

House. This property is located within the Davis Square neighborhood. A full description of the 

property is provided in the attached Form B survey held by the Massachusetts Historical Commission 

(MHC). 

 

Proposal: The Applicant proposes the following: 

 

a. Install a ribbon driveway in the frontage of the left yard 

 

 

II. FINDINGS 

The HPC must make findings based on the Historic District Ordinance (HDO) in compliance with M.G.L. 

Chapter 40C, and associated Design Guidelines. Applicable regulations are discussed below.  

 

The applicable Somerville LHD Design Guidelines is H. “H. Landscape Features and Paving” 

 

Due to the change of exterior features the HPC has purview over this work. 

 

Applicant Proposal 

The Applicant is proposing to install a ribbon driveway in the frontage of the left side of the yard. The 

two strips will be 24 inches wide, and 22 feet long, and 3 feet apart. There is currently no driveway on the 

property. The two strips will be made of a red concrete brick pavers in a running course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Above: Close up of current conditions of left yard where the driveway is proposed to be installed 
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 Above: Close up of proposed driveway installation in left yard 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Above: Proposed brick paver  
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Preservation Planning Assessment: 

The most relevant portion of this Design Guideline is as follows: 

 

                It is recognized that often the environment surrounding the property has 

a character, scale and street pattern quite different from that existing when the 

building was constructed. Thus, changes must frequently be made to 

accommodate the new condition, and the landscape treatment can be seen as a 

transition feature between the structure and its newer surroundings. 

 

The proposed work does comply with the above referenced section of the Design Guidelines as the 

installation of paving strips can be interpreted as a change to accommodate a transition between the 

building and the changing City. The building and its surrounding landscape were designed and 

constructed prior to the advent of automobiles. Today, the City of Somerville is heavily reliant on 

automobiles. Parking strips will accommodate these changes and act as a transition form the street 

to the historic home. 

 

Additionally, the proposed brick pavers submitted for the driveway replicate bricks which would be 

an accurate material for the style and age of the subject property. Brick would behave been the 

likely material used if a property owner at the time were able to afford to install a hardscaped 

driveway. 

 

HPC Determination: 

 

• The HPC must determine if, based on a review of the documentation presented, the proposed 

project complies with the Design Guidelines 

 

• The HPC must structure their motion to include their own specific findings on the prosed project. 

 

 

III. VOTE 

When bringing the matter to a vote the HPC must state their findings and reasons on why they take their 

position.  

 

 

IV. RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS 

Preservation Planning recommends the following conditions be attached to any Certificate of 

Appropriateness that the HPC might grant for this project: 

 

1. The Applicant/Owner shall file the Certificate with the Inspectional Services Department (ISD) by 

uploading it to the CitizenServe permitting portal with their application for zoning engineering 

permit/building permit. 

2. This Certificate is valid for one year. If work has not commenced within one year of the HPC’s 

date of determination, this Certificate shall expire, and the Applicant shall re-apply for re-issuance 

of this Certificate. Provided that no changes have been made to the proposal, this shall be a Staff-

level re-issuance of the Certificate. 

3. The Applicant shall obtain all necessary approvals from Engineering for the installation of the 

driveway. 
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4. The Applicant shall use concrete brick pavers in a running course for the ribbon driveway. 

5. Any changes to this proposal made prior to the commencement of work or in-the-field changes 

shall be submitted to Preservation Planning for their review to determine if the changes come under 

the purview of the HPC.  

6. A written narrative or descriptive checklist identifying the completion or compliance with permit 

conditions must be submitted to the Inspectional Services Department with a copy to preservation 

Planning at least fifteen (15) business days in advance of a request for a final inspection. 

7.  The Applicant shall contact Preservation Planning at historic@somervillema.gov a minimum of 

fifteen (15) business days prior to final ISD walk-through so that Preservation Planning or their 

designee can confirm if the project was completed according to HPC approvals. 
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Inventory No: SMV.208

Historic Name: Russell, Edward House

Common Name:

Address: 97 Orchard St

City/Town: Somerville

Village/Neighborhood: Davis Square;

Local No:

Year Constructed: 1868

Architectural Style(s): Second Empire;

Use(s): Multiple Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture;

Area(s): SMV.BA

Designation(s): Local Historic District (10/31/1989);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Synthetic Other; Wood;

Demolished No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan

records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for

Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in

digital format at this time.
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UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

ric Name Edward Russell 

Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

IPTION 

1868 

maps / deeds 

Mansard cottage 

tect 

Exterior Wall Fabric synthetic siding 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

by 1988, application of synthetic 
sidinc 

Condition f a i r 

Moved Date 

Acreage 4180 sq. f t . 

Setting North side of residential 

street i n well established 

neighborhood of varying architectui 

1988 1980 
Recorded by G . snhni Pr - C. Z e l l i e 

Organization Somerville H i s t o r i c 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

SM \ K 208 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 

other buildings within the community. 

The one and o n e - h a l f s t o r y c o t t a g e w i t h a m a n s a r d r o o f i s and exam p l e o f a 
p o p u l a r b u i l d i n g f o r m i n S o m r v i l l e d u r i n g t h e 1860s and 187 0 s . S e v e r a l 
e x a m p l e s r e m a i n i n t h e D a v i s S quare a r e a , h o w e v e r , most have been 
d r a m a t i c a l l y a l t e r e d w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h o s e on Day S t r e e t . A l t h o u g h 
s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g has been a p p l i e d t o t h i s d w e l l i n g , most o f t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s i n c l u d i n g c o r n i c e b r a c k e t s , s i m p l e p r o j e c t i n g dormer 
l i n t e l s and b r a c k e t s , a f u l l l e n g t h p o r c h w i t h b r a c k e t e d c o l u m n s , and s i d e ­
l i g h t s f l a n k i n g t h e p a n e l l e d s i d e - h a l l e n t r a n c e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 

building relates to the development of the community. 

B u i l t on l a n d t h a t was p a r t of t h e C a p t a i n G i l m a n S a r g e n t E s t a t e 
s u b d i v i s i o n of 1845, t h e mansard c o t t a g e i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e t y p e s of 
d w e l l i n g s t h a t were b u i l t i n t h e a r e a . A l t h o u g h modest i n s i z e t h e house 
i s e l a b o r a t e d w i t h a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l . 

A l t h o u g h t h i s s u b d i v i s i o n was l a i d o u t . i n 1845, t h e a c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t of 
th e r e s i d e n t i a l n e i g h b o r h o o d d i d not o c c u r u n t i l t h e 1870s i n t h e 
S o m e r v i l l e p o r t i o n of t h e s u b d i v i s i o n . S e v e r a l members of t h e R u s s e l l 
f a m i l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e r e a l e s t a t e d e v e l o p m e n t i n c l u d i n g P h i l e m o n 
R u s s e l l , a l o c a l l a n d o w n e r and n u r s e r y man and Edward R u s s e l l , c i g a r 
m a n u f a c t u r e r who owned t h i s p r o p e r t y . 

T h e r e i s some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e r e was a "new d w e l l i n g h o u s e " on t h i s l o t 
as e a r l y as 1859 when a Mr. Ba k e r p u r c h a s e d t h e l o t . However, t h e p r o p e r t y 
i s a t t r i b u t e d t o Edward F. R u s s e l l who i n 1867 p u r c h a s e d t h e p r o p e r t y f r o m 
Mary R u s s e l l as "a g r e a t e d p o r t i o n of l o t 45" of t h e C a p t a i n G i l m a n S a r g e n t 
s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n . 
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